
 

2023 Sponsored Symposia 
 
These Sponsored Symposia are held in conjunction with the 2023 Annual Meeting. All in-person Annual 
Meeting attendees have access to the Sponsored Symposia. These sessions add value to the Annual 
Meeting attendee experience.  
 

 

 
 

 
Grand Hall J - Ballroom Level (East Tower) 

Friday, October 20, 7 a.m. - 8:45 a.m. 
 
This interactive, 90-minute panel discussion-based symposium will cover multiple aspects of Chikungunya 
virus (CHIKV) transmission and mosquito distribution with a focus on the impact of climate change on the 
reservoir, entomology and unpredictability of outbreaks and inability prevent endemicity and imported 
cases in travelers. The symposium will raise physician awareness with 2 patient case studies assessing the 
difficulties in diagnosis and management and the symposium will conclude with outlining the need for a 
CHIKV vaccine, the types of vaccines in development and latest vaccine clinical trial data.   
 
Lin H. Chen, Associate Professor of Medicine 
Harvard Medical School, Boston, Massachusetts, United States  
Lecturer, Massachusetts Institute of Technology  
Director, Mount Auburn Travel Medicine Center  
Division of Infectious Diseases and Travel Medicine, Mount Auburn Hospital  
Cambridge, Massachusetts, United States  
Chair of the Development and Planning Committee and Industry Liaison, International Society of Travel 
Medicine   
Alpharetta, Georgia, United States  
 
Davidson H. Hamer, Professor of Global Health and Medicine  

https://astmh-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/ctaylor_astmh_org/EQrw8rNhCT1NrwWR4Yfe7AgBUZiYNFt4cDDprfnhcFZg6w


Boston University School of Public Health   
Boston University Chobanian & Avedisian School of Medicine  
Director, Boston Medical Center Travel Clinic  
Boston, Massachusetts, United States  
 
Rogelio López-Vélez, MD, PhD, DTM&H  
Director of the WHO Collaborating Centre for Clinical Management of Leishmaniasis   
Ramón y Cajal Institute for Health Research (IRyCIS)  
Ramón y Cajal University Hospital.  
Madrid, Spain    
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Francesca F. Norman, MBBS, FISTM  
National Referral Unit for Tropical Diseases, Infectious Diseases Department  
Centro de Investigación Biomédica en Red de Enfermedades Infecciosas (CIBERINFEC)  
Ramón y Cajal Hospital  
Madrid, Spain  
 
Program Agenda  
7:15 AM  –  Welcome and Introduction  
Lin H. Chen 
  
7:20 AM – Entomology, Transmission, Mosquito Distribution, and Travel-Related Epidemiology and Risk  
Davidson H. Hamer 
  
7:30 AM – Panel Discussion on Outbreak Unpredictability, Lack of Awareness, Travel-Related Risks, 
Impact of Climate Change, and Mosquito Protection Measures  
Lin H. Chen 
Davidson H. Hamer 
Rogelio López-Vélez 
Francesca F. Norman 
  
7:45 AM – Challenges With Diagnosis, Clinical Presentation, and Management  
Francesca F. Norman 
  
7:55 AM – Panel Discussion: Traveler Patient Cases   
Lin H. Chen 
Davidson H. Hamer 
Rogelio López-Vélez 
Francesca F. Norman 
  
8:05 AM – Chikungunya Vaccines: Where Are We Now?  
Rogelio López-Vélez 
  
8:15 AM – Panel Discussion: Who Should Be Vaccinated, Prioritization, Outbreaks, and Overcoming 
Vaccines Hesitation  
Lin H. Chen 
Davidson H. Hamer 



Rogelio López-Vélez 
Francesca F. Norman 
  
8:30 AM – Summary  
Lin H. Chen 
  
8:35 AM – Q and A  
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