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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 
PERU TO THE ASTMH 

 



Peru Representation in ASTMH*  
• 81 members of ASTMH 

are from Peru 
 

• 3 Peruvian Travel Award 
Recipients in 2015 
 

• ASTMH members in 
neighboring countries: 

• Bolivia: 1 
• Brazil: 39 
• Chile: 2 
• Colombia: 28 
• Ecuador: 6 

 

*as of 10 March 2016  



ASTMH 2015 Annual Meeting 
 

Peruvian presenters: 
76 presentations (oral and posters) 
2 by travel awardees 



• Date: February 16, 2011 
• Where: Daniel A.  Carrión 

Convention Center, 
Peruvian Medical Board of 
Physicians, Miraflores,  

• 205 Attendees 
• 45 Poster presentations 
• 11 Oral presentations 
• Honorary ASTMH member 

Dr. Eduardo Gotuzzo 
Herencia gave the opening 
presentation, highlighting 
the long history between 
Peru and the Society. 

 

First Annual ASTMH in Peru, 2011 



Second Annual ASTMH in Peru, 2012 

• Date: February 16, 2012 
• Where: Auditorium of the 

College of Physicians 
• 324 Attendees 
• 43 Poster presentations 
• 13 Oral presentations 
• Topics focused on health 

issues relevant to Peru, 
malaria, leishmaniasis, 
cysticercosis, dengue fever, 
enteric disease 

 



Second Annual ASTMH in Peru  



• Date: February 13, 2013  
• 350 attendees 
• 59 Poster Presentations 
• 20 Oral Presentations 
• Alejandro Llanor-Cuentas, 

president of SPEIT 
welcomed attendees 

• Cesar Cabezas provided 
inaugural comments 

• President-Elect Alan Magill, 
MD, FASTMH presented 
“Accelerating to Zero: An 
Analytic Framework for 
Malaria Eradication 

3rd Annual ASTMH in Peru, 2013 



4th Annual ASTMH in Peru, 2014 

• Date: February 19, 2014 
• Where: Auditorium of the 

College of Physicians 
• 388 Attendees 
• Keynote address by 

Richard Oberhelman, MD 



5th Annual ASTMH in Peru, 2015 

• Date: February 18-19, 2015 
• 480 Attendees 
• New pre-meeting course 

attended by 126 trainees 
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The American Society of 
Tropical Medicine and Hygiene:  

Past, Present and Future 



ASTMH: The Past 
A rich history of global 

impact 



Why did the United States 
need a society focusing on 

tropical medicine and 
hygiene? 



18th-19th Centuries 

• Yellow fever epidemics in US and Europe linked to 
colonial development and the slave trade 

• Most dreaded disease in North America 
• 500,000 cases, 100,000 deaths total 
• Texas to New England affected  

• Napoleon abandons conquests after 23,000 troops 
die in Haiti 
 
 



 
Vera Cruz,  
1699, 1725 

 

Albany,  
1734 

VirginiA, 
1741, 1743 

New Haven, 
1747 

Massachusetts, 
1801 

New orleans  
1811, 1817, 1819, 1820, 1821,  
822, 1824, 1827, 1828, 1829,  

1837, 1841, 1847, 1854, 1856,  
1867, 1873, 1878, 1905 

Galveston, 
1839, 1843, 1853, 1867, 1870 

Alabama, 
1821, 1854, 1873 

Mississippi, 
1821, 1843, 1855,  

1873, 1878 

Mobile, 
1825, 1827, 1829, 

1837,  
1839, 1843,  

1847,1854, 1867 

Memphis, 
1828, 1873, 1879 

South carolina, 
1877 

Florida, 
1811, 1823, 1829,  

1841, 1867 

Norfolk, 
1801 

Washington, 
1825 

Baltimore 
1783, 1817, 1819, 1821 

New Jersey, 
1811 

Charleston, 
1690, 1693, 1699, 1703, 1728,  
1732, 1745, 1748, 1792, 1807,  
1817, 1819, 1821, 1824, 1839,  

1843, 1852, 1854, 1856, 1858, 1876 

PhiladelphiA 
1668, 1693, 1694, 1699, 1751,  
1778, 1791, 1793, 1802, 1803,  
1805, 1819, 1820, 1821, 1867 

Mexico 

 WHO 2005. All rights reserved. 

New York, 
1668, 1694, 1702, 1734,  

1743, 1745, 1751, 1791, 1801,  
1819, 1821, 1822, 1870 

Boston,  

1691, 1693, 1694, 1803, 1821 

Source: WHO 

Historical YF Epidemics  



Spanish American War, 1898 
Casualties 

• 260 die in battleship Maine explosion 
• 968 die in combat 
• 5000+ die of disease, mostly yellow fever 



United States Army Yellow Fever 
Commission- 1900 -1901 

• Mosquito (Ae. aegypti) transmission (volunteer studies) 
• Incubation period 3-6 days 
• Extrinsic incubation period in mosquito required (12 days) 
• Filterable virus 
• Not transmissible by air, contact, fomites 

 



Panama Canal 
1904 

1905 



William Crawford Gorgas letter to 
Henry Rose Carter, December 13, 1900 

“Evidence seems to point very 
strongly to the mosquito being  
the transmitter of the disease”.  



William Crawford Gorgas1854-1920 
 
1904:  Gorgas’ team arrives in Panama—

within a month all contracted 
malaria— Gorgas’ urgent requests 
are ignored by Canal authorities 

  
March 1905:  Yellow fever outbreak causes a 

panic in Panama, most American 
canal workers flee and work is 
virtually halted 

  
July 1905:  Stevens arrives as new Chief 

Engineer in Panama and Gorgas’ 
public health efforts are given top 
priority 

 
Dec 1905:  Yellow fever eliminated from 

Panama  
 



WPA malaria control project, Savannah, 1936 



The ASTMH was originally 
founded as The Society of 
Tropical Medicine of 
Philadelphia by 28 physicians 
on March 9, 1903.   
Twelve days later the name was 
changed to the American 
Society of Tropical Medicine. 

First meeting was held at the 
College of Physicians                                                                             
in Philadelphia on                                                                                                                                  
March 21. 1904. 



ASTMH: Evolution 

1903 
1916 

Am. Soc. Trop. 
Med (1903)  

1942 

National Malaria 
Committee (1916) 

1952 

Renamed 
National Malaria Society 

Soc. Trop. Med. 
Philadelphia 
(1903)  



Thomas H. Fenton (28 May 1856 – 23 February 1929)  
First President, American Society of Tropical Medicine 

“Dr. Thomas H. 
Fenton,” by Thomas 

Eakins, 1905 
Delaware Art Museum, 
Wilmington, Delaware 

“My Father, Thomas H. Fenton, M.D.”  
by Beatrice Fenton (1887 – 1983) 



William Crawford Gorgas (1844 – 1920)  
Fourth President, American Society of Tropical Medicine 



  

First Female Member, First Non-
physician Scientist Member in 1908 
1900 Graduated from MS A&M in with a Bachelor of 
Science in Agriculture and in 1901 a Master of Arts 
degree in Botany 
1904 she was Lecturer on mosquitoes and disease at 
the Army Medical Museum, Washington, D.C. 
1908 she received her Doctor of Philosophy. Her 
dissertations was entitled “The Mosquitoes of the 
Philippine Islands: The Distribution of Certain Species 
and Their Occurrence in Relation to the Incidence of 
Certain Diseases”. 
In 1908 she was elected to the ASTM, being the 1st 
female and 1st non-physician member. 
 
1916-1920 she worked as anatomist at the Army 
Medical Museum of Health and Medicine, Washington 
D.C. 
First woman known to have published extensively on 
the taxonomy of mosquitoes. 

. 

Clara Southmayd Ludlow 



Total membership in the ASTM 
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Some Distinguished 
ASTMH Members 



Varicella-zoster virus Thomas Huckle Weller (1915-2008) 

Thomas H. Weller (1915-2008) 

Discovery of varicella-zoster virus (chickenpox) 
Development of cell cultures for polio and attenuation by 
serial passage for vaccine 



Max Theiler (1899-1972) 

Development of mouse model and of YFV vaccine 



Albert B. Sabin (1906-1993) 

Discovery of 
orthoreoviruses 



Albert B. Sabin (1906-1993) 

Development of 
attenuated live virus 
for polio vaccine 



Carleton Gajdusek (1929-2008) 

Transmission of etiologic 
agent of kuru to non-
human primates 
The kuru prion 



LuAnne Elliott in the first positive pressure maximum 
containment suit, invented by Karl Johnson 
CDC, 1977  

Karl  M. Johnson 

Discovery of Ebola virus and development of 
civilian high-containment virology laboratories 



Scott B. Halsted 

Description of antibody-dependent enhancement 



Bob Tesh Doug Watts 



ASTMH: The Journal 



ASTMH: The Journal 

1903 1913 1916 1921 

Am. Soc. 
Trop. Med 
(2003)  

1942 

National Malaria 
Committee 
(1916) 

Am. J. Tropical Med. 

Southern 
Medical J. 

1952 

Renamed 
National Malaria Society 

Am. J. Trop. Med. & Hyg. 

Am J Trop Dis & Preventative Med. 

J. Nat. 
Malaria 
Soc. 

Southern Med. 
Assoc. (1906) 

1908 



The current publication 
by the ASTMH, The 
American Journal of 
Tropical Medicine and 
Hygiene. 



AJTMH Manuscripts Submitted & Published 

The acceptance  
rate for 2015  
is 48.6%. 
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US 
31% 

 

Other 
29% 

65 countries 
 

Brazil 
8% 

China 
7% 

India 
5% 

Thailand 
3% 

Malaysia 
3% 

France 
3% 

Japan 
3% 

Canada 
2% 

UK 
2% 

Colombia 
2% 

Australia 
2% 

Manuscripts submitted in 2015 by country of  
corresponding author 





AJTMH website traffic 2015 
 
Country Visits 

United States 194,941 
India 42,860 
UK 42,438 
Brazil 35,635 
Australia 20,151 
Canada 18,763 
China 14,979 
Thailand 15,371 
Indonesia 13,095 
France 13,552 



ASTMH: The Present, 
Strong and Growing 



The ASTMH is the 
largest international 
scientific organization of 
experts dedicated to 
reducing the worldwide 
burden of tropical 
infectious diseases and 
improving global health.  
 



American Committee on Arthropod-Borne Viruses (ACAV) 
 
American Committee of Medical Entomology (ACME) 
 
American Committee on Clinical Tropical Medicine and 
Travelers' Health (ACCTMTH) 
 
American Committee of Molecular, Cellular and 
Immunoparasitology (ACMCIP) 
 
ASTMH Committee on Global Health (ACGH) 

ASTMH’s 5 Subgroups (specialized interest areas)  



ASTMH Council 2015 



ASTMH Membership: 1 October 2015  

23%:  
Pre & Post Doctoral 
  
 
11%: Low/Low-Mid 
Income 
  
 
35%: International 
(non-US) 
 
All segments are 
growing 



ASTMH: The Future 
 

You can make a difference 



  

“As a society, we should engage 
international scientific and 
professional organizations to 
develop more opportunities for 
training, education, advocacy, and 
collaboration”.   
  
  



“Our more junior members, and young 
clinicians and scientists, are the future 
of ASTMH and it is our responsibility to 
help them develop contacts and 
collaborations in the field that are 
beneficial to their careers”.  
 
“We should expand our reach to attract 
younger members by providing 
opportunities for them to participate in 
career development programs and 
training”.   
  



ASTMH.org 



ZIKA VIRUS IN PERU 
 









American Committee on Arthropod-Borne Viruses (ACAV) 
 



 
American Committee on Clinical Tropical Medicine and Travelers' Health 
(ACCTMTH) 
 





For Members 



Travel Awards 





http://www.astmh.org/awards-fellowships-medals/awards-and-honors/nomination-
submissions?utm_source=ASTMH-Informz&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=default 

Hurry: Deadline is 23 March! 





Young Investigator Awards 



Join ASTMH 



Join ASTMH 



Join ASTMH 



Join ASTMH 



ASTMH 2015 Annual Meeting 
 

Peruvian presenters: 
76 presentations (oral and posters) 
2 by travel awardees 





Pre-Meeting Courses 2016 
 
• Clinical Pre-Meeting Course 
• Clinical Ultrasound in Resource Limited 

Settings- From Basic to Advanced- It’s 
Better Than You Think 

• Basic Science Pre-Meeting Course 
• Chemical Biology: A New Tool for Parasite 

Biology and Drug Development 
• Global Health Pre-Meeting Course 
• The Science of Disease Elimination 
• Medical Entomology Pre-Meeting Course 

 



Annual Meeting  
• International forum for exchange of latest tropical 

medicine/global health advances; 4,000+ attendees from 
almost 100 countries. 
 

Networking  
• Connect with respected leaders in the field in person at 

the Annual Meeting; stay connected through the Society’s 
five subgroups; engage via social media  

 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
• Among top-ranked tropical medicine journals in world; 2/3 

of submissions from outside US; average 65,000+ 
monthly website visits   

ASTMH: Your Professional Home  



 
Striving for Excellence  
• Update Course in Clinical Tropical Medicine and 

Travelers’ Health; CTropMed®; Fellow of the American 
Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene (FASTMH) 

 
Making the Case to US Congress for Strong Funding for 
Tropical Medicine/Global Health    
• Providing expert testimony; Hill events and visits with 

Members of Congress; collaboration with coalition 
partners; advocating for strong US funding for tropical 
medicine/global health 

 

ASTMH: Your Professional Home  



• Run for elected positions* of Councilor and President  
• Annual Meeting Travel Award - qualified students, early 

career investigators and scientists actively working in the 
tropical medicine field 

• Young Investigator Award  
• Honorary International Fellow of ASTMH (non-U.S. 

citizens only) 
• Apply for Certificate of Knowledge in Clinical Tropical 

Medicine and Travelers' Health Examination (CTropMed®)  

• Apply for Fellow of ASTMH* (FASTMH) 
 

International Opportunities*   

* Open only to members  



Leadership 
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Gracias 
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